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The Effect of Using Cognitive and Visual Tools on Developing Children's Creative
Imagination through Art Education Teaching

Dr. Dina Adel Hassan

Associate Professor - Curriculum and Teaching Methods of Art Education
Faculty of Specific Education - Alexandria University

Imagination is a process, which includes all sub-processes for imagination, the world
which you can roam absolutely free, and it develops creation, there are many imagination
classifications include: plastic, numerical, mystical, scientific, etc... Vygotsky indicates that the
creative imagination is a result from the interactive relationship between the mind and creativity;
it’s the highest value in art and literature. On the contrary, the common idea about imagination is
related to relaxation, the imaginative activity involves a high degree of attention, concentration
and resistance to external distractions.

Child on his own will not be able to learn how to express and communicate or think with
abstract theories, human potential can be realized only when the mind learns how to use specific
elements in our cultural tools, that’s become cognitive tools when we learn to use it individually.
Visual tools are graphic symbols connected to form mentality links and model of knowledge
about the idea, it is important that these tools are used to build the knowledge content and not to
store ideas in mind.

Each tool can lead directly to effective learning process, those tools like: story, metaphor,
images of words, binary opposites, rhyme and rhythm, jokes and humor, play, a sense of mystery,
a sense of wonder, extremes & limits, the sense of heroic, personal narratives, changing context.
Focusing on the imagination is not only aiming to make the learning process fun and entertaining,
but also to make sure of a deep understanding of the curriculum and its uses, in addition to
increasing the level of students accommodate to keep up with the requirements of the age of
creativity, technology and global competitiveness.

This paper discusses the following points: - Imagination in different art schools. -
Imagination through the art education history stages. - Imagination and developing thinking. -
Technology and science fiction. - The development of creative imagination.

Research sample is children in middle childhood (6-9 years), that stage was chosen due to
imagination growth from fancy to creativity, realism and synthesis, as the child can distinguish
between reality and imagination, he can create and install images which does not exist in reality
and this would help him to move towards the areas of artistic activity such as drawing, painting,
reading stories and crafts, the formal education effect on the child’s creative imagination growth
positively or negatively, and at this point the role of arts education in developing mental
capacities and forming child social personality appears.
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